
 

 
 

FRIENDS OF THE  
W.K. SANFORD COLONIE  

TOWN LIBRARY MEETING MINUTES 
June 11, 2019 – 6:30 PM 

 
 
 

ATTENDING  
Berneata Bargar, Edye Benson, Jan Hagen, Becky Klope, Louise McColgin, Leslye 
Milos, Evelyn Neale, Jennifer Soucy and Claudia Thornton.  

 
INTRODUCTIONS  
The meeting began with general introductions.  Minutes from the previous meeting were 
approved and are posted on the Friends web page. The May 2019 meeting was 
cancelled because of traffic issues. 
 
LIBRARY BOARD REPORT 

● Donna Cramer-Sharer did not attend, and there was no new information 
reported. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Leslye Milos reported: 

● The Friends checking account balance as of June 2019 is $33,011.09. In 
addition, there is a balance of $1,135.15  in savings, and three $10,000 
Certificates of Deposit (current total $30,067.62). Total balance of all accounts is 
$64,213.86. The May 2019 meeting was cancelled so two months of financial 
detail was provided. Income for the month of May was $4,194.78, and expenses 
were $1,025.61.  Income through today’s meeting was $1,983.46, and expenses 
were $127.10. The total balance of all accounts is now $64,213.86. There were 
minor questions addressed to and answered by the Treasurer.  
 

 
 

 



 

LIBRARY REPORT 
Evelyn Neale reported: 

● A bid for Phase 2 is due the week of June 25; the process will then follow through 
to the Town and should be completed in July. 

● It’s hoped that Phase 2 work will begin in August when the Summer Reading 
Program has finished. Evelyn noted this phase should be much less disruptive. It 
will be accomplished in stages. 

● Some staff have left the library, so new staff will be hired. 
● The library presented its 2020 budget to the town. There will be an internal 

budget hearing, and then it will be open for the public. It was clear the town 
would not go over the tax cap. 

● Evelyn stated the Friends’ support is so helpful with the library’s needs/wants. 
There is a $378 mulch bill for the library’s garden which brought up discussion 
regarding the garden renovation. There was confusion as to whether there was 
specific money set aside by the Friends for the garden. None of the Friends were 
aware of money being set aside for this purpose. Evelyn will go ahead with the 
garden rehab and then when completed, will submit requests for reimbursement 
of some expenditures. 
 

REQUESTS AND EXPENDITURES 
● Evelyn Neale requested the second $10,000 disbursement for the training lab. 

Jan Hagen made a motion to approve the request, and Edye Benson seconded 
it. Approval was unanimous. There will be ten computers in the lab. Furniture has 
been designed, but not yet ordered. The Friends should think about the wording 
to acknowledge the Friends’ support  for the lab. 

● Jennifer Soucy submitted a request for $300-350. This is to be used marketing 
signs and tablecloths with the library logo and information printed on them. The 
reason for the $50 range of the request is that it depends upon whether there is a 
coupon or other discount for the purchase. The Friends may also be interested in 
a marketing sign and tablecloth. Becky Klope made a motion to approve the 
request, Claudia Thornton seconded it, and it was unanimously approved. 

● Jennifer Soucy submitted a request for $14.70. This is to purchase one copy of a 
book entitled “PrivileGED” by Michael Davy. After discussion, Becky Klope made 
a motion to approve the request, Leslye Milos seconded it, and it was 
unanimously approved. 

● Jennifer Soucy submitted a request for a $300 Visa gift card to be used for 
snacks for the soiree and readers’ bash during the Adult Summer Reading 

 



 

Program. Becky Klope made a motion to approve, Jan Hagen seconded, and the 
request was unanimously approved. 

● Ann-Marie Helldorfer submitted a request for $1,619 for the Summer Reading 
Program. This will be used to purchase 1,000 carabiners and 2,200 spirit sticks 
to be awarded as the children reach their goals. Both South Colonie and North 
Colonie schools are participating.  Becky Klope made a motion to approve the 
request, Claudia Thornton seconded it, and it was unanimously approved. 

● Becky Klope suggested that program requests be bundled so it is clearer what 
the cost is for a particular program. Evelyn Neale said staff will try to do a better 
job of standardizing their process. 
 

WEB SITE, FACEBOOK, PUBLICITY AND LIBRARY E-NEWSLETTER 
● Claudia reported that the Friends web page has been updated. Car wash ticket 

sales information is also still posted. 
● The Book Nook information will continue to be posted.  
● Jennifer Soucy suggested that the car wash tickets be posted on Facebook for 

possible Father’s Day sales. 
 
BOOK NOOK OPENED MAY 18, 2019 

● The Book Nook has had excellent sales so far, and there are volunteers signed 
up to work, through mid-August. 
 

SUMMER 2019 
Lunch will be provided to children at the Crossings near the Book Nook/gazebo.  Becky 
Klope sent out a sign-up sheet for volunteers. 
 
BOOK SALE 
Edye Benson brought boxes of books to the Albany Public Library’s Better World Book 
drop.  She wondered if we could use Better World at the end of our sale.  Members said 
this had previously been researched, and there were too many negatives to it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

HANNAFORD BAGS 
Jennifer Soucy stated the Friends will receive a $17 check for the sale of bags in May. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM. 
 
Next meeting: July 9, 2019 at 6:30 PM  

 
 Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted by Claudia Thornton, Secretary. 

   

 


