
 

 
 

FRIENDS OF THE  
W.K. SANFORD COLONIE  

TOWN LIBRARY MEETING MINUTES 
September 10, 2019 – 6:30 PM 

 
 
 

ATTENDING  
Annette Argyros, Edye Benson, Jan Hagen, Larry Kain, Becky Klope, Louise McColgin, 
Leslye Milos, Katelyn Reepmeyer, Jennifer Soucy, and Claudia Thornton.  

 
INTRODUCTIONS  
The meeting began with general introductions.  
 
LIBRARY REPORT 
Jennifer Soucy reported on behalf of Evelyn Neale: 

● Regarding the Friends logo being added to the dropbox, it was reported that the 
Library is working with a company to create uniform signage.  For the dropbox, 
this would entail clearing off the current text and adding text on vinyl with a blue 
and black reflector; this is not magnetic. The Friends decided the preferred 
wording would be: “This book dropbox is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library.”  It was estimated this work would cost between $500 and $1,000.  The 
Friends asked if the Library would be willing to share the cost. Jennifer will bring 
this question to Evelyn. 

● The permanent Giving Tree was discussed. Jennifer shared printouts of samples 
of a 3’ x 4’ plaque which would be attached to the wall by the circulation desk. 
Friends asked if the donor names would be on the leaves. Because of the 
plaque’s size, the Friends did not think the names would be of a readable size. 
The estimated cost is $1,000-$1,500.  A larger plaque would be even more 
expensive. A suggestion was made that perhaps an attempt should be made to 
get a local artist to paint the tree trunk on a wall and then purchase leaves to be 
placed on it.  This will need further discussion. 

● Construction will begin within the next week or so, and on Monday, September 
16, there will be a ribbon-cutting ceremony with local politicians. All are invited. 

 



 

● A much-needed Information Technology (IT) person has been hired by the 
Library. 

 
LIBRARY BOARD REPORT 
Donna Cramer-Sharer was not in attendance, and it was reported she may be unable to 
attend for several months. Donna will seek a Library Board replacement. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Leslye Milos reported: 

● The Friends checking account balance as of September 2019 is $24,748.72. In 
addition, there is a balance of $1,135.72  in savings, and three $10,000 
Certificates of Deposit (current total $30,452.80). Total balance of all accounts is 
$56,337.24. Income for the month was $1,524.26, and expenses were $218.43.  

● Jan suggested that $10,000 be moved from the checking account into another 
Certificate of Deposit (CD).  Although we have one more $10,000 payment due 
soon for the IT Room, the Friends would still have a workable amount available. 
Jan Hagen made a motion to put $10,000 into a CD at CapCom; Edye Benson 
seconded the motion, and the motion was unanimously passed. Leslye will 
arrange for the CD. 

 
REQUESTS AND EXPENDITURES 

● There were no requests at this time. 
 

WEB SITE, FACEBOOK, PUBLICITY AND LIBRARY E-NEWSLETTER 
● Claudia reported that the Friends web page has been updated with current 

Minutes. Car wash ticket sales information is also still posted. The Book Nook 
information will continue to be posted through the end of September.  

● The Friends page will need to be updated with information regarding the Friends 
Annual Meeting to be held on October 8, 2019 at 6:30pm. 

● Information will also be posted regarding the Fall Book Sale which will be held 
November 8, 9 and 10. 
 

BOOK NOOK 
● The Book Nook is doing very well this summer and is averaging about $300 per 

week. 
● The Book Nook’s last day is September 28. However, there is still a need for 

some volunteers until that date.  

 



 

● Because of some recent no-shows at the Nook, Becky will send out reminder 
emails to volunteers. 

● The Harvest Fest is this Sunday, September 15, from 12-4, and the Book Nook 
will be open.  Because of the large attendance, parking is at a premium.  A few 
parking passes were handed out. Other volunteers can take advantage of the 
available shuttle. 

○ Boscov’s $5 passes (for its October 16 Friends Helping Friends day) will 
be sold at the Nook for this event. The entire $5 proceeds go to the 
Friends. 

 
BOSCOV’S FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS and LIBRARY WEEK 

● Claudia contacted Boscov’s in Colonie Center to obtain the $5 passes to sell for 
Boscov’s October 16 Friends day.  Boscov’s also supplied a few posters.  Some 
passes and posters were given to the volunteers who will work at the Harvest 
Fest Book Nook. 

● Jennifer will hold onto the rest of the Boscov’s passes and posters. 
● The Friends will sell the Boscov’s passes and Hoffman car wash tickets at tables 

(which Jennifer will arrange). Once the busiest dates are determined for the first 
two weeks of October, Becky will send out an email requesting volunteers to sit 
at the table. The Friends will also offer some type of small candies at the table. 

● The volunteer hours discussed were 11:00am-3:00pm or 11:00am-6:00pm and 
perhaps some evenings for those volunteers who work during the day. 

● Becky determined there is an adequate inventory of car wash tickets (27 $10 and 
12 $27). 

 
FALL BOOK SALE - NOVEMBER 8, 9 and 10 
Edye Benson and Louise McColgin, co-chairs, reported: 

● Thursday, November 7, from 3:00pm to 8:00pm, will be used for moving the 
books from the shed to the Stedman Room. Berneata will be contacted for 
“hefters” from the Robotics Club. 

● Book Sale hours are: 
○ Thursday, November 7, 3:00 or 4:00pm-8:00pm for unpacking and 

readying inventory for sale. 
○ Friday, November 8, 10:00am-5:30pm - BOOK SALE 
○ Saturday, November 9, 9:00am-4:30pm - BOOK SALE 
○ Sunday, November 10, 1:00pm-3:00pm - BOOK SALE (bag) 

● Left-over books are always an issue. Inventory will be checked on Sunday 
morning to cull any items that can be sent to the Book Nook inventory. A book 

 



 

buyer has indicated he is willing to purchase left-overs for five cents each. Louise 
will contact the individual to see if this will work. 

● The Albany Public Library will accept left-over young-adult books. 
● Edye will discuss inventory/donation needs with Marion. 
● Small snacks (such as chips) will be purchased by Claudia for volunteers. 
● Jennifer will order a banner. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. 
 
Next meeting: October 8, 2019 at 6:30 PM. This is the ANNUAL 
meeting.  

 
 Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted by Claudia Thornton, Secretary. 

   

 


