
 

 

MINUTES OF THE JANUAY 15, 2020 MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

OF THE WILLIAM K. SANFORD TOWN LIBRARY 

 

Attendance: 

Present:  Florence Abrams, Mary Ellen Bolton, Donna Cramer-Sharer, and Kimberly Fanniff. 

Also present:    Library Director, Evelyn Neale, and Linda Murphy, Colonie Town Board Liaison. 

Absent:   Craig Blair, Matthew Sissman, and Keith Volsky. 

The meeting was called to order by Vice-President D. Cramer-Sharer at 6:02 pm 

Public Comment:  None.  

Minutes:  A motion to approve the December 2019 minutes was made by M. Bolton and seconded by 

K. Fanniff.  The motion was approved.  

Library 2020 Calendar:  

Because the Town will be observing the July 4th holiday on July 3rd this year, the Library will be closed on 

both July 3rd and 4th as required under the present contract.  The issue can be raised when negotiating 

the next contract.  This year the Library will close on the Saturday of Memorial Day and Labor Day 

Weekends. In September, E. Neale will advise employees that next year it is possible that the Library 

may be open on the Saturdays of Memorial and Labor Day weekends.  A motion to approve the 2020 

Library Calendar was made by K. Fanniff and seconded by M. Bolton.  The motion was approved.  

 Budget and Finance:  

For 2019, the Library met the budget allocation for both fines and book sales. 

The Library is already seeing some electricity cost decreases as result of the new lighting.  

The proposed library budget for 2020 was reviewed with board members by E. Neale.  

Any increases in 2020 costs are related primarily to increased benefit costs. 

A motion to approve the budget report and the 2020 budget was made by M. Bolton and seconded by 

D. Cramer-Sharer.  The motion to approve budget and finance was approved. 

 

 

 



 

 

Building and Grounds: 

The contractor is working off the punch list. Some modifications have to be made to bathroom to satisfy 

the Town building inspector.  The temporary roof repairs will cost approximately $5000.  In 

February/March will prepare the RFP for the new roof. 

Personnel:   The library clerk position openings were posted. Two people received 95’s.  One will be 

appointed now; one will be appointed in February. 

A resolution to appoint Berneata Bargar as library clerk, effective as of February 3, 2020, was made by  

F. Abrams and seconded by M. Bolton. The resolution was approved. 

Director’s Report: 

E. Neale will be getting feedback from various “communities,” including current and non-users.  

Library outreach efforts have included Meetup, an online monthly newsletter, and a new Beer and a 

Book periodic event. 

The acquisition report regarding what to purchase this year has been completed.  

All computers are Windows 10 now, and the Library computer system is now connected to the Town’s 

computer system.  The new IT computer assistant has played a major role in these advances 

Upper Hudson Library Association:  

A resolution to approve the new Upper Hudson agreement was passed by the Town Board; Supervisor 

Mahan will sign the agreement.  

Library Advocacy Day is February 25. 

Friends of the Library:  The Friends will be selling reusable bags with their logo and the Library’s name 

on them. They will be selling hearts for the pre-Valentine “Love Your Library period.  Their next book 

sale will be from April 24-26.  On May 29, the Friends will hold a fundraising gala at the Library. 

Adjournment:   A motion to adjourn was made at 6:50 pm by K. Fanniff and seconded by M. Bolton.  The 

motion was approved.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Florence Abrams, Secretary  

 


