
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

WILLIAM K SANFORD TOWN LIBRARY 
 

 

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the William K Sanford Library was held on 

September  20, 2017. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Acting President Kiffney at 6:00 PM 

 

Present: Keith Volsky, Janet Kiffney, Matthew Sissman, Donna Cramer-Sharer, 

Florence Abrams, and Kimberly Fanniff. 
 

Also present: Library Director Evelyn Neale and Town Liaison Linda Murphy. 

 

Absent: Craig Blair. 

 

The minutes of 8/16/2017 meeting were approved after a motion by Kiffney and a 

second by Sissman motion passes unanimously. 

 

Committee Reports: 
 

Service Committee: 

 

Sissman reported out on meeting with the firehouses to ask about increasing the library’s 

profile by setting up a display at the firehouses special events.  He has made contact with 

the firehouses and left a covering letter from Evelyn setting forth that goal. Kiffney 

indicated that she would like all future contacts to be following the full board being made 

aware of and endorsing such efforts.  Murphy reported that town residents that she has 

spoken to are thrilled that improvements are being made to the library to repair and 

improve the building.  Sissman discussed the possibility of setting up a foundation for the 

library separate from the Friends of the Library group.  Evelyn discussed the past meeting 

of the Friends group which was contentious. The jazz brunch has been cancelled as 

nobody from the Friends was willing to take the lead for that project. There was a 

discussion of the Friends group and what its role is for the library. There was a discussion 

with the Friends group of having a fundraising committee as a subgroup of the entire 

Friends group which would focus on that mission. The Friends is still working on the 

booknook at The Crossings.  Murphy commented on how successful the Friends group 

has been to this point in generating funds for the library’s use.  There was a discussion of 

possible contracting with a professional fundraising group which would do the work for a 

percentage of the money collected. The board is authorizing Donna to invite the officers 

of the Friends group to attend the next meeting of the library board on Wednesday, 

October 18
th

. The library board at that meeting will show appreciation for what they have 

done before, and listen to what they feel are their future responsibilities and take it under 

advisement. 
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Finance Committee: 

 

The accounts for August were examined and accepted as presented by the director.  

The motion was made by Fanniff seconded by Cramer-Sharer and passed 

unanimously.  Neale reported that bids were being sent out for the library 

improvements and the vendors would be in place by November. 

 

Building and Grounds: 

 

See above, 

 

Personnel Committee: 

 

Budget for 2018 Cathy Cook to be promoted from Purchasing Clerk to Principal 

Clerk.  Neale also is looking to find a “replacement” for a recent retiree David Cole. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 

There are going to be some vendors attending a special event at the library from 2-5 

on the 30th of September. This event will be open to the public. 

 

Friends Group: 

 

     Covered earlier. 

 

Upper Hudson Library System: 

 

     Construction grants from UHLS is being discussed as to how the monies will be 

disbursed. WKSTL has not asked for anything in the past so we are confident that 

much of the requested grant may be provided. The library is already expecting money 

from our Assembly 

 

Old Business: 

 

     430-6pm the date of the November meeting the library board will be hosting staff 

appreciation day. Board members should provide contributions of baked goods and/or 

money to underwrite the event. This event should be planned for 30 to 40 attendees. 

Kiffney and Fanniff will bring cookies for the masses.  The cost should be up to 

$20.00 per board members 
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New Business: 
 

Evelyn attending a training discussion of board responsibilities.  There is now a move 

to task forces rather than committees to discharge specified duties or projects.  Evelyn 

reached out to Sissman and Abrams about continuing to serve as the end of their 

present terms is coming at the end of the year.  Both suggested that they are interested 

in continuing to serve.  Abrams asked questions concerning computer internet safety 

training for staff. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM after a motion by Fanniff, seconded by 

Abrams. motion passes unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 
 

Matthew D. Sissman 

Secretary to the Board of Trustees 

William K. Sanford Town Library 


