Spring 2022

News From Your Colonie
Library Friends

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY
During the month of February, the Friends of the Library conducted the “Love Your Library”
fundraising campaign. Library users purchased paper Valentine’s hearts in person or online
with proceeds benefiting the library. Over $750 was raised to support the programs and
collections! Many thanks to our volunteers and to the staff who helped support this effort.
In addition to raising money to support library needs, volunteers asked library users to tell us
what it is that they love about the William K. Sanford Library and we received many enthusiastic
responses. This information is valuable in communicating with community members, funders
and decision-makers.
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways…
The library fills many needs for people of all ages. Not surprisingly, the most common survey
response was that people value access to library collections, and print books are a favorite of all
age groups. Also mentioned were ebooks, videos, music, magazines and newspapers. When
the library doesn’t own a particular item, users appreciate that materials can easily be borrowed
from other libraries.
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The building itself was the second most frequently mentioned factor. Many noted that the library
is conveniently located, attractive and spacious. The improvements made by the recent
renovation drew praise. As one person observed, “The renovations make the whole library feel
more comfortable and accessible. There are quiet spaces, nooks, open areas with lots of light,
and the kids and teen sections feel natural and fun instead of tucked away and cramped.”
Several respondents also mentioned how much they enjoy seeing the artwork that is often on
exhibit.
As important as the collections and facilities are, great libraries have great employees. The staff
received high marks for being welcoming, friendly and helpful. They help people find obscure
books and have even been known to track down specific knitting patterns!
People of all ages appreciate the variety of programs offered. Not surprisingly, programming for
children was frequently mentioned as a reason families keep coming back to the library. For
older adults, the library is a place to learn as well as a place to meet other people through book
discussion groups and craft programs.
Town residents appreciate the intangibles that the library provides. The survey included multiple
mentions of the library as a force for social equity. “It is also a great equalizer. Everyone can
use it, rich, poor, etc. It is also OURS.” People feel safe at the library. The library was
repeatedly recognized as providing a strong sense of community, especially in times of
challenge. Several people expressed appreciation for the importance of the work the library did
during the COVID-19 pandemic. One person said, “The library has kept my brain alive through
(and before) the pandemic!”
The Friends of the Library would like to express appreciation to all who participated in the
project. As one library user noted, “I'd be lost without my library!

2022 MEMBERSHIP
The 2022 Annual Friends of the Library Membership Renewal raised $5,177 from dues and
additional donations. There are 177 households reflected in the membership.
If you haven’t yet sent in your dues, or if you’d like to become a member for the first time, it’s not
too late. Find out more and pay online at https://wksfriends.square.site/
You can also mail payments to:
Friends of the Library
629 Albany Shaker Road
Loudonville, NY 12211
Your membership matters!
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MUSEUM PASSES
Funds raised by the Friends of the Library are used to support a variety of programs and
materials, including passes that can be checked out for admission to a number of area
museums.
The library is currently circulating passes for the
following museums:
● Bennington Museum
● Clark Art Institute
● Empire Pass
● Empire State Aerosciences Museum
● Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art
● Hancock Shaker Village
● Hyde Collection
● MiSci- Museum of Innovation and Science
● MassMOCA
● Wild Center
These museums are coming soon:
● Saratoga Children's Museum
● Albany Institute of History and Art
● Destroyer Historical Museum
● Adirondack Experience
● Iroquois Indian Museum

BOOK NOOK OPENING MAY 14th
The Farmers Market at the Colonie Crossings will begin on Saturday, May
14th. The Friends Book Nook schedule follows the Farmers Market
schedule. The Book Nook will be open from 9am-1pm on Saturdays
through September 24th. If you can help by volunteering for a two hour
shift, please click here to contact us. The work involves helping customers
find books and accepting payment and donations.
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